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ATTACHMENT 5:

Social Impact Fund Policy
Goals
The goal of the Social Impact Fund (SIF) is improved wellbeing of vulnerable peoples and villages through the contribution of Civil Society.

This is linked to a number of National Development Goals in the National Sustainable Development Plan 2016 – 2020.
Goal 1: Improve welfare, reduce inequity and economic hardship

Goal 2: Expand economic opportunities; improve economic resilience and productive employment to ensure decent work for all
Goal 7: Improve health and promote healthy lifestyles

Goal 8: Inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life- long learning opportunities

Goal 9: Accelerate gender equality, empower all women and girls and advance the rights of Youth, the elderly and disabled

Goal 14: Preserve our heritage and history, protect our traditional knowledge and develop our language, creative and cultural endeavours

Goal 15: Ensure a sustainable population, engaged in development for Cook Islanders by Cook Islanders

Goal 16: Promote a peaceful and just society and practice good governance with transparency and accountability

Priority Areas

The SIF is targeted at the provision of quality services focused on the following areas:-
Priority Area: Gender Equality
Definition: Activity that supports economic development for women and girls. 
Rationale: Despite improvements in access by women to health and education, disadvantages remain in terms of Cook Island women’s relative access to economic and political participation and pay parity in the work place.
Priority Area: Children and Youth
Definition: Activity targeted at young people at risk between 0 to 25 years of age. 

Rationale: The youth are the future leaders of our country we need to create a nurturing and engaging environment that provides opportunity and hope
Priority Area: The Elderly

Definition: Activity targeted at people aged 60 years and over

Rationale: An ageing population presents more social and economic challenges with implications on the health system requiring more and different specialist services. 
Priority Area: Domestic Violence
Definition: Activity targeted at survivors of domestic violence and /or perpetrators of domestic violence

Rationale: Incidents of domestic violence in the Cook Islands are increasing. Domestic violence is a very sensitive community issue. It involves different solutions for survivors and perpetrators, particularly in the outer islands
Priority Area: Disabilities

Definition: Activity targeted at people with intellectual or physical disabilities

Rationale: Cook Islanders with disabilities do not have the relative social, economic and educational opportunities, or access to the services they need to fully participate in Cook Islands society
Priority Area: Mental Health

Definition: Activity targeted at people with mental disorders
Rationale: Mental health issues are emerging within Cook Islands communities that lack information and support services. The various forms of mental disorders have implications for social, educational and health sectors

OUTCOMES
The following key outcomes are sought for each priority area:

Priority Area

Outcomes
Gender Equality

Outcomes


· Participation of women and girls in economic development 
· Equitable participation of women and men in decision making, governance and political representation 
· (CIs National Policy on Gender Equality & Women’s Empowerment 
2011 -2016)

Children and Youth

Outcomes 

· Participation of youth in  economic, education & lifelong opportunities 
· Strengthening strong family values, cultural and support  systems
· Improved living conditions, health and welfare of children

· The care and protection of children and young people at risk
· CIs National Youth Policy Back to Basics for Youth 2015-2020
· CIs Suicide Prevention Strategy 2016 – 2021
 Elderly

Outcomes

· Participation of older persons in education, employment, cultural, spiritual, and recreation 
· Improved living conditions, health and welfare of older persons 
· Kaveinga no te Rauti Para, CIs Policy on Aging 2012-2017

Domestic Violence

Outcomes
· Elimination of violence against women and children                                

· Provision of support services to survivors, perpetrators and families of domestic violence 

· CIs Family Health Safety Survey (FHSS) Report 2014, Te Ata O Te Ngakau
Disabilities

Outcomes

· Participation of people with disabilities in economic, education, cultural and all levels of family, community, island and national life 
· Provision and support services to all persons with disabilities and their families
· CIs Disability Inclusive Development Policy and Action Plan 2014 - 2019
Mental Health

Outcomes

· Participation of people with mental disorders in all levels of family, community, island and national life 
· Provision of social care services in community based settings
· CIs Mental Health and Well-being Policy 2015
· CIs Mental Health and Well-Being Strategy 2016 – 20
Selection Principles
Selection will be made based on the merit of proposals received. Assessments will be made against the principles of the Paris Declaration

Principle


Explanation
Ownership 

Proposals reflect the organisations strategies for addressing the needs of the vulnerable people

Alignment 

Proposals align with the purpose and criteria of the Social Impact Fund

Harmonisation 

Proposals show collaboration with other groups where possible in an effort to reduce duplication

Results 

Proposals reflect results based planning and reporting

Mutual Accountability 

Proposals indicate that CSO’s are accountable for results
Measuring Success

The success of the Social Impact Fund will be measured against the criteria of the Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Developments’ (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (the DAC criteria):

Criteria

Explanation

Relevance 

The extent to which SIF-funded activities have been suited to the priorities and policies of the Cook Island Government.

Effectiveness 

The extent to which the SIF has achieved its intended results (outcomes and outputs) and any unintended results (both positive and negative).

Efficiency 

How well (in quantitative and qualitative terms) the Social
Impact Funds has used resources in order to achieve results.

Sustainability 

The extent to which the benefits of SIF-funded activities are likely to continue after donor funding has been withdrawn

Impact 

The long term positive and negative changes produced by the Social Impact fund (at societal level), directly or indirectly, intended or unintended


